
KEY RELEASES   |   August 2014

Key Releases   |   1 © 2014 Naxos Rights US, Inc.

“Septura’s debut album for Naxos will prove 
highly appealing for its originality. The 
question posed is: what would the result have 
been if certain 19th-century composers such 
as Brahms and Bruckner had composed 
for brass septet? The answer comes in the 
form of these highly skilful and imaginative 
arrangements of sacred music and works for 
organ from the period. None of them have 
been recorded before. Built on a dazzling 
exploration of the instruments’ capabilities in 
range, colour and dynamics, they make for 
an innovative and highly engaging listening 
experience.”

Klaus Heymann
8.573314

MODERN
MOUTHPIECE
BRASS SEPTET BREAKS NEW GROUND
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Listen to a clip from Schumann’s 4 Doppelchörige 
Gesänge, Op. 141 – II. Ungewisses Licht

Watch video trailer of 
Septura’s Bruckner

Os Justi



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFJ8aRscw2s
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What if four celebrated nineteenth-century composers – Mendelssohn, Schumann, 
Bruckner and Brahms – had written original works for brass septet? This disc 
explores that fascinating counterfactual twist, re-imagining choral and organ works 
by those composers. The arrangements call on the full dynamic and tonal range 
of the instruments – often extended with a multitude of mutes – to imitate the 
expressivity of the choir, the power of the organ, and the versatile sonorities of 
its different registrations and manuals. In dazzling and varied combinations the 
arrangers and performers together persuade us that this could indeed be original 
brass chamber music.

Sales Points: With arrangements by Simon Cox and Matthew Knight, a brass septet 
assumes a new colour for these largely organ and church music refashionings. 
None of these arrangements have been recorded before, and they make for a new, 
rich kind of listening experience. This is the first of a series of 10 discs for Naxos, 
to be released over the next 5 years.

8.573314
Playing Time: 56:51
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“As Associate Principal Trumpet of the Helsinki Philharmonic for the first few years of my career, my main opportunity to 
play the music of the great composers came from the back of the orchestra. Given the chance to play Bohuslav Martinů’s 
La Revue de Cuisine at the Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival, I had an epiphany, and realised that chamber music, with 
its greater artistic involvement, was where my future lay. I left my job and returned to London to begin a research project 
at the Royal Academy of Music, investigating why brass instruments are so under-represented in classical chamber 
music.

One of the main considerations was what constituted the ideal combination of instruments for a brass chamber ensemble. 
The ubiquitous quintet had unhelpful associations, so it was necessary to wipe the slate clean. The septet was the logical 
choice: although new as a chamber medium, it has historical validity as a pseudonym for the orchestral brass section; 
perhaps more importantly it has the perfect number of voices to provide both the necessary variety and homogeneity 
required for successful arrangements and transcriptions.

I was lucky enough to be able to recruit from amongst my friends and colleagues in London not only some of the finest 
brass players of my generation, but also interested and engaged musicians with a passion for the project. When the 
chance came to record a series of discs for Naxos it was the perfect opportunity to establish the septet medium: each 
disc would be a focused exploration of a particular period, genre and group of composers; over the course of the series 
this would create a canon of works — a ‘counter-factual history’ — imagining that these great composers had, in fact, 
written substantial works for brass.

The composers who created the septet as the brass section of the nineteenth-century orchestra provided the logical 
starting point. The lyrical quality of brass instruments is rivalled perhaps only by singers, but put together they can 
produce a warm organ-like blend. And so we decided to begin our series with nineteenth-century choral and organ 
music.

Hearing the arrangements and transcriptions brought to life by the group — the culmination of many years of planning 
— was an exhilarating experience, and I hope that listeners are convinced by our efforts to ‘re-imagine’ these works as 
original nineteenth-century pieces for brass. I am particularly grateful to Naxos for sharing our vision and bringing it to 
life by embarking upon this exciting series of discs.”

Simon Cox

Music for Brass Septet 
Septura

Felix MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847) Organ Sonata in C minor Op. 65, No. 2

Anton BRUCKNER (1824-1896) Four Motets 
 Two Aequali WAB 114 & 149

Johannes BRAHMS (1833-1897) Geistliches Lied, Op. 30 
 Five Choral Preludes (from Op. 122)

Robert SCHUMANN (1810-1856) Vier Doppelchörige Gesänge, Op. 141

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573314
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Septura is a brass septet specialising in the performance of music by the major classical 
composers. Septura’s members are the leading players of the new generation of British 
brass musicians, holding principal positions in the London Symphony, Philharmonia, Royal 
Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, City of Birmingham Symphony, Scottish Opera and Aurora 
orchestras. They are united by their belief in the potential of the brass septet to be a uniquely 
powerful vessel for chamber music. The group’s activities are fuelled by a desire to enhance 
the status of brass ensembles amongst the wider musical community, with a particular focus 
on developing new repertoire in the form of both transcriptions and original works.

Septura



KEY RELEASES   |   August 2014

Key Releases   |   4 © 2014 Naxos Rights US, Inc.

Trumpets
Christian Barraclough
Christian works as  soloist, orchestral, 
chamber and session musician in 
London. Groups he has appeared 
with include the Philharmonia, BBC 
Symphony, Royal Philharmonic, Royal 
Scottish National and Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestras.

Simon Cox
Simon is from Cardiff, Wales and studied 
at King’s College London and the Royal 
Academy of Music. He is principal 
trumpet of Aurora Orchestra and was 
formerly associate principal of the 
Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra.

Matthew Williams
Matthew is currently studying for a 
Masters degree at the Royal Academy 
of Music, London.  He has appeared 
as guest principal with the RSNO, 
BBC NOW, BBC Symphony, BBC 
Philharmonic and Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestras.

Tuba
Peter Smith
Pete studied at the Royal Academy 
of Music and is principal tuba of the 
Philharmonia Orchestra.

Trombone
Matthew Gee
An experienced chamber musician and 
soloist, Matthew is principal trombone of 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Aurora Orchestra. He is a professor at the 
Royal Academy of Music.

Matthew Knight
Matthew frequently appears as a guest 
principal with leading orchestras including 
the Royal Philharmonic, London Symphony 
and Academy of St Martin in the Fields.
He studied at the Royal Academy of Music, 
having graduated with a starred first from 
Cambridge University.

Bass Trombone
Daniel West
Canadian bass trombonist Dan West 
received his qualifications from the 
University of North Texas & the Royal 
Academy of Music. In addition to his work 
with major orchestras (Philharmonia, 
LSO, LPO, CBSO, BBCSO) Dan is often 
recorded for film, television & computer 
games.

Companion Titles
8.572193 
PROKOFIEV, Sergey: 
Romeo and Juliet
for Brass Band
(Eikanger-Bjorsvik Band,
Bjarte Engeset)

“…music from this score is 
always a wonderful listening 
experience.” – ArtsATL 

8.572244 
MOVIEBRASS
West Side Story Suite
Adagio • Space Brass
(Gomalan Brass Quintet)

“Tirelessly enjoyable stuff,
elite playing with a smile 
and cheer.”
– MusicWeb International

8.570726 
SYMPHONIC BRASS
Verdi • Bizet • Gershwin • Elgar 
Brahms • Williams • Holst 
Tchaikovsky • Walton
(Black Dyke Band, Nicholas Childs)

“vivid and well balanced 
sound” 
– MusicWeb International

8.559123 
BERLIN, Irving: 
Berlin for Brass
(The Chestnut Brass Company)

“This is a must-have for anyone 
who appreciates modern
American music.”
– Jewish Herald-Voice


